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Industrial headset company RealWear
names CEO
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Chris Parkinson. (RealWear Photo)

RealWear, a Vancouver, Wash.-based headset maker that serves frontline workers at industrial companies,
named Chris Parkinson as CEO.

Parkinson has served as RealWear’s CTO since co-founding the company in 2016. He has a doctorate
degree in computations chemistry and molecular visualization from the University of Manchester, and his
intellectual property led to the development of RealWear's flagship line of headsets.

Prior to launching a startup, Parkinson led Kopin’s Golden-i team, a headset computing division within the
publicly traded wearables components supplier. He also ran a RFID consulting company and was a senior
engineer at Alien Technology.

Parkinsonl based in eastern Washiniton| reilaces irevious chairman and CEO Andrew Chrostowskil who is



RealWear sells rugged head-mounted voice-controlled devices that project a virtual Android tablet below a
user’s line of sight. Frontline workers in manufacturing, automotive, and healthcare use the product for
remote video calling, document navigation, guided workflow, mobile forms, data visualization, and more.
The company also launched the RealWear Cloud Platform to manage devices and data.

In a statement, Parkinson said two of his priorities as CEO will be incorporating artificial intelligence and
sustainability into the company’s line of products.

RealWear planned to go public in a SPAC deal with Seattle-based Cascadia Capital but those plans fell apart
in April.

Chrostowski said at the time that the company had “a strong plan forward” and was looking at other
potential funding strategies.

RealWear reported $20.5 million in 2022 revenue, up from $13.9 million in 2019, according to an investor
presentation made public when the SPAC was announced.

Message from the Underwriter
Hiring elite engineers or proven revenue leaders in 2026?
Great teams still win, and finding them is harder than ever. That's why

GeekWire teamed up with Prime Team Partners on GeekWork, a hiring
initiative built to help companies connect with exceptional talent.

Prime Team Partners blends Al-powered recruiting with deep human
expertise. GeekWire brings unmatched reach across the tech community.
Together, we help employers cut through the noise and hire smarter, faster.

Learn more about GeekWork: Contact GeekWire co-founder John Cook at

john@geekwire.com.

Click for more about underwritten and sponsored content on GeekWire.
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Tech Moves: Hootsuite founder returns as interim CEO; Scowtt adds CFO; new role for former Edifecs CEO
Tech Moves: Syndio names 7 execs; avante and Tanium add to C-suite; Amazon leaders depart

Microsoft Moves: Longtime exec Julia Liuson to retire; new accessibility chief; and other changes

- Nate Bek covers startups and venture capital at GeekWire. His coverage interests include real estate, fintech,
enterprise software and natural language processing. Bek recently graduated from the University of Hawaii at
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MicroVision adds CTO Avanade names president
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Non-compete ban stirs optimism and uncertainty in Washington state — here’s what it means for tech

P J- These fifth graders vibe coded a real-world Braille tool — and wowed their Microsoft teacher

Defense giant Anduril is quietly building autonomous warships on Seattle’s historic ship canal

OpenAl sees ‘staggering’ demand for Amazon offering, says Microsoft partnership held it back

Job Listings on GeekWork

Cloud Systems Engineer
INRIX

Customer Success Manager-Public Sector
INRIX

Sales Operation Coordinator
INRIX

Find more jobs on GeekWork. Employers, post a job here.
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What It Takes to Bring Enterprise Technology Into Correctional Facilities Read More

The Breakthrough That Could Change How Robots Learn Read More
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It's time to vote for the GeekWire Awards finalists! Help us select the best in Pacific Northwest tech Cast your ballot!
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